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Author David Macaulay to speak April 17, 2008

South Central Library System hosts prestigious Arbuthnot Lecture

Each year, an individual of distinction in the field of children’s literature is chosen to write and deliver a lecture that will make a significant contribution to the world of children’s literature. Known as the May Hill Arbuthnot Lecture, the 2008 event will feature David Macaulay, and will be hosted by the South Central Library System (SCLS) in Madison.


Best known for his books like “Cathedral,” “Castle,” and “The Way Things Work,” Macaulay is an author and artist who continually strips away the mystique surrounding the architectural structures that have long fascinated modern viewers. His books have sold more than 2 million copies in the United States alone, and his work has been translated into a dozen languages. Five of his titles—“Cathedral,” “Castle,” “City,” “Pyramid,” and “Mill”—have been made into popular PBS television programs.


Macaulay won the Caldecott Medal in 1991 for “Black and White” (Houghton), and received Caldecott Honors in 1978 for “Castle” (Houghton) and 1974 for “Cathedral: The Story of Its Construction” (Houghton).


The lecture will be held April 17, 2008, at the Monona Terrace Convention Center in Madison. The annual event draws attendees from across the country, and is one of the premiere events in children’s literature.  Macaulay’s lecture topic is “Thirteen Studios,” which will examine his creative process and body of work.

-more-

"We were fortunate in receiving a significant number of strong and attractive applications for David Macaulay’s Arbuthnot Lecture,” said Deborah Stevenson, chair of the Arbuthnot Committee. “South Central Library System’s application, however, was innovative and forward-thinking in its breadth of partnership and associated activities.”


SCLS has scheduled programming that will not only celebrate children’s literature, but also Macaulay’s particular position as laureate of architecture and building. The combination of an accessible venue with arrangements for web-casting will allow for a maximum number of participants. SCLS also will host an all-day workshop on April 16 that will focus on ways mathematics, science, architecture, construction, graphic design, and other elements can be used to enrich public library programs for children, teens and families, and to support math and science literacy for young children.


“Whether it's including counting activities and appropriate concept books in preschool programs or creating after-school activity programs for older kids,” said Shawn Brommer, SCLS youth services and outreach coordinator, “public libraries are perfectly situated to address academic shortcomings by including very early math and science skills in their story times and other programs for youth.”

The Arbuthnot Lecture is open to the general public, and tickets are available free of charge by completing a form accessible from the program website.


“Hosting this annual lecture is a tremendous honor for the South Central Library System and our member libraries,” Brommer said. “But having David Macaulay as the featured speaker makes this lecture a must see for anyone interested in children’s literature, architecture, mathematics, science, or ‘how things work’.”


For more information, or to reserve tickets, visit www.scls.info/arbuthnot08/.
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