Copyright Information:

PBS is not the owner or copyright holder of the majority of the programs it distributes. They try to honor both the interests of the educators and public television stations and the program producers who own the copyrights. While many programs come to PBS with pre-negotiated contracts, producers are generally interested in assisting PBS in its public service mission.

WPT Reel to Real Screenings would be covered under federal Fair Use Guidelines for Off-Air Recording, under the following guidelines:

· Non-profit use (no fees may be charged)

· Use does not effect sales 

· Use of a segment or segments of the film

These screenings are also under Fair Use since they are considered “criticism, comment or teaching.”

The safest course is always to get permission from the copyright owner before using copyrighted material, especially if the entire film is screened!  Libraries are asked to contact WPT regarding rights status prior to planning any public screening. When it is impracticable to obtain permission, use of copyrighted material should be avoided unless the doctrine of “fair use” would clearly apply to the situation.

Educational Rights:  Educational rights are only for elementary- and secondary-school teachers (and can only be recorded at the request of the teacher – meaning officially WPT shouldn’t make a dub and send it or the media librarian at the school shouldn’t record it unless a teacher had specifically asked for it).  Educational rights do not include community colleges, universities, churches or libraries. 

