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Blitzke, Culvers to receive 2011 
‘Cornerstone Award’ at Nov. 10 ceremony
In recognition of  their lifetime of  work in support of  area librar-
ies, including the South Central Library System Foundation, Bob 
Blitzke and Craig & Lea Culver will receive the “Cornerstone 
Award” at a Nov. 10, 2011, fundraising reception. The event will 
be held at Electronic Theater Controls, 3031 Pleasant View Road 
in Middleton.
   The award is given to an individual or individuals who have 
had a significant and long-term impact on enhancing public li-
braries in South Central Wisconsin and represent the values and mission of  the 
SCLS Foundation.

   Bob was the architect of  the SCLS Delivery System, 
which is a national model that serves libraries statewide. 
He also played a vital role in the creation of  the SCLS 
Foundation, serving as the development coordinator for 
two years.
   Craig and Lea Culver have supported libraries state-
wide through the “Culvers Coloring Contest” as part of  
National Library Week, and have contributed countless 
coupons, t-shirts, and other items as reading prizes for 

the Summer Library Program. They also have supported their local libraries, 
most recently donating their previous corporate headquarters building to the 
Prairie du Sac Public Library. In recognition of  the donation, the library will be 
named the Ruth Culver Community Library in honor of  Craig’s mother.
   This year’s host, Electronic Theater Controls (ETC), is a global entertainment 
and architectural lighting company dedicated to providing customers with the 
best and most innovative lighting products, services and solutions.
   Help sponsor this event by donating in honor of  Bob, Craig and Lea to the 
SCLS Foundation, 4610 S. Biltmore Lane, Suite 101, Madison, WI, 53718. v

Bob Blitzke

Craig & Lea Culver

In our last issue we warned of  several 
provisions in the 2011-13 State Bien-
nial Budget that would have a negative 
impact on public libraries. Now that the 
budget has passed, the following provi-
sions are likely to have an impact on the 
funding your library receives for your 
2012 budget. 

“Maintenance of  Effort,” the re- ✔
quirement that your municipality 
appropriate for the library at least 
the average of  the previous three 
years in order for the library to 
retain its system membership, has 
been eliminated.
The Shared Revenue program has  ✔
been cut by about 7%. The cuts 
impact communities differently and 
are apportioned on the basis of  a 
complicated formula. 
Local levy limits are now at 0%,  ✔
or the percentage of  net new con-
struction, whichever is higher. 
More about levy limits is available 
from the League of  Wisconsin 
Municipalities at http://tinyurl.
com/3eewbha. 
Changes to collective bargaining for  ✔
public employees may also affect 
your library budget if  any of  the 
library’s employees are members of  
a union. 

 Securing needed library funding has 
never been easy, and has been challeng-
ing for the last several years. These latest 
developments may make your library’s 
budget process the most difficult it has 
ever been. You are likely to hear things 
like, “Times are tough. We can’t afford 

State budget cuts will impact local library funding
to appropriate the amount you are re-
questing.” 
 How will you respond? Consider 
asking your supporters to help you 
make the case for the library’s budget. 
Educate them about the services you 
provide, the cost of  providing them, and 
how much busier the library is because 
of  the slow economy. You may also 

want to explain how the library helps 
people look for jobs, write resumes, ap-
ply for scholarships, and all the other as-
sistance the library provides to the com-
munity during the economic downturn. 
You may want to share that research 
has shown that children who read over 
the summer return to school without

–please see State budget cuts on page 2
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SCLS staff contacts: 
For information about library budgets and state statutes, 
contact Cheryl Becker at (608) 246-7973 or cbecker@scls.
lib.wi.us. 
 If  you have questions about library advocacy, or work-
ing with state legislators, contact Mark Ibach at (608) 246-
5612 or mibach@scls.lib.wi.us. v

any reduction in their reading skills during the break. No mat-
ter how you prepare them, if  you have prepared them well, 
when the time comes for consideration of  the budget these 
people will be able to say: “The library is a valuable invest-
ment in the future of  the community, and the future of  our 
children, and I’m willing to pay for it with my taxes.” 

State budget cuts—from page 1
 An additional tool you might want to try is comparing the 
cost of  library service to the taxpayer, to how much residents 
spend on other pursuits. You will want to use whatever ex-
amples will resonate with residents of  your community. Below 
are examples of  national average annual costs per resident. 

Fast food–$352.96 ✔
Soda and other bottled drinks–$369.01 ✔
Movies (tickets, rentals, and purchases)–$54.23 ✔
Cell Phone–$600  ✔
Video games–$81.18 ✔
Alcohol–$320.87 ✔
Cigarettes/Tobacco–$256.06 ✔
Gaming/Gambling–$173.27 ✔

As individuals we choose to spend money on many things. 
Shouldn’t libraries be among them? v

Libraries need supporters to speak up
There is a greater need than ever for all 
library supporters to lend their voices 
and speak up for libraries. To that end, 
SCLS and its member libraries have an 
ongoing project that needs your support.
 Called the “Speak Up for Your Libraries” campaign, it is as 
simple as providing your name, address (to verify your state 
senator and representative), and your email address.
 Email addresses are added to our “speak up” list (now about 
2,300 people), and we use this list to send messages about im-
portant library-related issues. If  you have a need to reach out 
to people locally, SCLS can provide the email addresses.
 To add your voice, ask your library for a blue speak up card, 
or visit www.scls.info/pr/speak_up/ to sign-up online. v


