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Welcome Denise
I’d like to introduce myself. My 
name is Denise Anton Wright 
and I’m the 
new Public 
Library Ad-
ministration 
Consultant 
for the South 
Central Library 
System. This 
is the position 
that Cheryl 
Becker held at SCLS, so I have 
the happy task of  working with 
Trustee Update.
     Before coming to SCLS I spent 
seven years as the Director of  the 
New Glarus Public Library. Prior 
to moving back to Wisconsin 
(where I was born and raised), I 
lived in Illinois where I was an 
academic librarian, a regional 
library system consultant, and 
a public library trustee (for the 
Bloomington Public Library).
    I’m looking forward to meeting 
many of  you and visiting your 
libraries. v

Another great Annual Report season

If  you own a Kindle, NOOK, or other 
e-book reader, it probably won’t surprise 
you that, ac-
cording to the 
Association of  
American Pub-
lishers, e-book 
sales were up 
72 percent in 
December of  
2011 compared 
to December of  
2010.
 And as the 
demand for e-
books continues 
to grow, your 
public library is 
helping to meet 
that need.
 In 2005 the 
Wisconsin 
Public Library 
Consortium 
(WPLC) —an 
organization made up of  all 17 Wiscon-
sin public library systems—began con-
tracting with a company called Over-

For library directors throughout Wisconsin the month of  Feb-
ruary means more than celebrations involving hearts, cupids, 
and presidents. It’s Public Library Annual Report time! Re-
quired by state statute (43.58 (6)), the annual report is a lot of  
work but the results are very much worth it.
 Detailed instructions from the state ensure that data is re-
ported the same way from year to year and from library to li-

brary. Information from your library’s annual report—such as 
circulation, public computer use, and registered borrowers —is 
invaluable when advocating for your library.
 Data from past annual reports is also available on the Wis-
consin Department of  Public Instruction (DPI) website at 
http://dpi.state.wi.us/pld/dm-lib-stat.html. The files can be 
downloaded as Excel spreadsheets. v

drive to provide Wisconsin library users 
with downloadable digital audiobooks 

(Overdrive 
added e-books 
to its collection 
in 2009). The 
result is the 
Digital Down-
load Center, 
which can be 
accessed by 
visiting http://
dbooks.wplc.
info, or is 
available 
through LINK-
cat. When 
you visit the 
WPLC’s Digital 
Download Cen-
ter you’ll find 
useful informa-
tion on getting 
started with 
digital media, 

the devices that are supported, and the 
variety of  audiobooks and e-books that

—please  see Downloadables on page 2

e-books @ your library

Demand increasing for downloadables
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SCLS staff contacts: 
For information about the annual report or downloadable 
e-books, contact Denise Anton Wright at (608) 246-7973 
or dawright@scls.lib.wi.us. 
 If  you have questions about library advocacy, market-
ing, or public relations contact Mark Ibach at (608) 246-
5612 or mibach@scls.lib.wi.us. v

are currently available to download.
   The demand for e-books had increased so much that in May 
of  2011 the Division for Libraries, Technology and Com-
munity Learning (DLTCL) of  the Department of  Public In-
struction sponsored a statewide  e-book summit. The primary 
recommendation of  that Summit was the need to establish a 
statewide e-book buying pool.
 In response to that recommendation, starting in 2012 Wis-
consin public libraries, the regional library systems, and the 
Department of  Public Instruction (using federal LSTA grant 
funds awarded by the Institute of  Museum and Library Ser-
vices) are working together to create a $1 million purchasing 
pool for e-books. Purchasing has already begun—you’ll find 

Upcoming continuing 
education opportunities
Public library trustees will find much of  value at two upcom-
ing state-wide library conferences. The Wisconsin Association 
of  Public Libraries (WAPL) Annual Conference will take 
place at the Holiday Inn in Stevens Point from May 9-11. The 
Wisconsin Library Association (WLA) Annual Conference 
will take place at the Radisson Hotel & LaCrosse Center from 
October 23-26.
 Visit the WLA website at www.wla.lib.wi.us for more infor-
mation. v

Downloadables becoming more popular—from page 1

an increasing number of  available titles on the Digital Down-
load Center—and the result will be a very robust online library 
of  downloadable materials.
 To meet this goal of  expanding the offerings of  the WPLC’s 
Digital Download Center, the South Central Library System 
provided $30,000 and the SCLS Foundation added $5,412. 
SCLS member libraries added another  $82,098 to help make 
the project a reality. v


