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Chapter 43 is the portion of  
the Wisconsin State Statutes 
that oversees the legal position/
governance of  public libraries. 
Like all legal documents, it can 
sometimes be challenging to 
fully understand the intent of  
the statutes.
 Fortunately, our Wisconsin 
Department of  Public Instruc-
tion (DPI) helps interpret Chap-
ter 43—and other aspects of  the 
state statutes—as they relate to 
libraries.
 Below are some of  the ques-
tions that the Public Library 
Development Team of the DPI 
address on their wonderful “Pub-
lic Library Administration and 
Governance FAQ” that is part 
of  the DPI’s website. Test your 
knowledge and see how well you 
do. Answers to these questions 
can be found at: http://pld.dpi.wi.gov/pld_trusteefaq.
1. Can the library board transfer money from its gift 

fund to our library foundation?
2. Can the library trustees use e-mail to communicate 

about library issues?
3. The library director was told by the village admin-

istrator that next year’s appropriation for the library 
will have to be reduced by 20%. Can they cut the bud-
get this much?

4. Our library board needs legal advice; who can we 
turn to for help, and who will pay the legal bills?

5. We are hiring a new library director. Do we need to 

require them to have valid Wis-
consin library certification to 
qualify?
6. Who makes the school dis-
trict appointment to the library 
board? Does the board have to 
have a representative from the 
municipality? How many board 
members can live outside the 
municipal area?
7. Can our library board’s by-
laws establish term limits for li-
brary board members?
8. Our city administrator would 
like to evaluate our library direc-
tor. Is this acceptable?
9. Can libraries charge patrons a 
fee for interlibrary loan service?
10. We have never evaluated the 
performance of  our library direc-
tor. How do we go about conduct-
ing a performance evaluation? v

Adjacent county reimbursements
As we mentioned in both our March and May issues of  Trustee 
Update, beginning this year, SCLS offered to handle the actual 
billing for Adjacent County Reimbursements on behalf  of  our 
member libraries. We had 34 member libraries take advantage 
of  this service; we worked with 16 different counties, and sub-
mitted a total of  125 separate requests. The experience was 
very positive and we were able to answer questions the coun-
ties had on how the adjacent county statistics were gathered. 
We hope to offer this service again next year. v

Test your trustee knowledge
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SCLS staff contacts: 
For information about library law, trustee responsibilities, 
or library administration, contact Denise Anton Wright at 
(608) 246-7973 or dawright@scls.lib.wi.us. 
 If  you have questions about library advocacy, market-
ing, or printing Trustee Essentials, contact Mark Ibach at 
(608) 246-5612 or mibach@scls.lib.wi.us. v

Trustee orientation at your library
If  you’d like to have a training session during one of  your up-
coming library board meetings, please contact Denise Anton 
Wright, SCLS Public Library Administration Consultant, at 
(608) 246-7973 (dawright@scls.lib.wi.us). She can tailor a pre-
sentation to whatever trustee/public library topics you’d like 
and spend as little or as much time as you’d like. v

Creating more effective public library systems
Discussions surrounding the future of  public library systems 
in Wisconsin have been informally taking place for several 
years. In August of  2012, the System and Resource Library 
Administrators Association of  Wisconsin (SRLAAW) began 
investigating “what could be done to ensure a positive future 
for library systems and library service.” The final report from 
this initial process was adopted by SRLAAW on Aug. 2, 2013.
 There are eight recommendations contained in this final re-
port. In brief, the topics include:

 ✔ Update/modernize/alter the relationship between a pub-
lic library system and its system resource library.

 ✔ Alter the requirements for public library system plans and 
public library system annual reports.

 ✔ Conduct a study relating to the optimal size for library sys-
tems and investigate strategies for implementing optimally 
configured systems.

 ✔ Study existing regional integrated library systems (ILS) 
and investigate issues surrounding larger ILS consortia.

 ✔ Modify existing service and administrative standards for 
Wisconsin public library systems.

 ✔ Convene a task force to investigate how library systems 
are governed in other states and make recommendations 
for changes in the governance of  Wisconsin public library 
systems.

 To read the final report, or for more information, visit the 
SRLAAW website at www.srlaaw.org. v


