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DATE, 2009
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CONTACT: <NAME>, Director, <LIBRARY NAME> Public Library, <PHONE NUMBER>

Tell us how the library changed your life

<NAME> Public Library collecting library stories

<NAME> Public Library has been improving community for life for many years, and in the process has had significant impact on the lives of individual residents. Many of these are inspirational stories that deserve to be told, and a new project is underway to do just that.


<NAME> Public Library, in partnership with the South Central Library System (SCLS), is involved in a project called “Libraries…For Real Life!” to collect and share the stories of library users in the seven counties served by SCLS (Adams, Columbus, Dane, Green, Portage, Sauk & Wood).


The project title—“Libraries…For Real Life!”—reinforces the reality that today’s public libraries are vibrant, dynamic community resources that meet the information, education, and recreational needs of residents of all ages.


“There are countless individuals who visit our library every year, and the library experience for each is as unique as the individual,” said <NAME>, director of the <NAME> Public Library. “In many cases people’s lives are changed because of their library experience, and we’d like to collect those stories.”


Some people may have found a new job with assistance from the library, or perhaps the library was instrumental in helping them complete a high school or college degree. “Maybe you attended a workshop or presentation that started you on a new career, or perhaps you got research help to deal with a personal or family-member illness,” <NAME> said. “Or maybe the library has just helped improve your general quality of life. Regardless, we’d love to hear from you.”

-over-


SCLS and its member libraries have created a website to begin sharing these stories—www.librariesforreallife.org—which can be done by completing either the online form or a paper form available at <NAME> Public Library. Some stories will be told with photos and text on the website and in print materials, some will be told as audio files and photos on the website, and others will be shared through video clips on the website.


“Library use is up dramatically, and we’re excited about this project because we believe it is an opportunity for residents to share the meaningful ways the <NAME> Public Library has positively impacted their lives,” <NAME> said. “Public libraries are unique among taxpayer-supported institutions, and this project will let us celebrate all that we have become.”

For more information, or to obtain a story submission form, visit <LIBRARY NAME> or call <PHONE NUMBER>. You also can tell your story online at www.librariesforreallife.org.
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