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ANALYSIS OF DATA CAN HELP RATHER THAN HINDER

 HELP with planning & 

decision making

 HELP focus collection goals

 HELP boost confidence in 

selection & deselection

 HELP connect users to 

materials

 HELP tell your library’s story

 HELP prove value



Data + knowledge 

Helps us fill in the picture



IT’S A PROCESS





COLLECTION ASSESSMENT

Assessment = Comparison or Evaluation

Goal: 

to learn something about your collection by comparing 

parts of it to each other

Will usually both:

1. confirm hunches AND 

2. provide new insights



HOW DO I GET THE DATA?

 Integrated Library System 

(ILS)

 Library Automation

 Seek out training for reports



WHAT KIND OF DATA?

Quantitative Data = NUMBERS

Qualitative Data = Opinions



WHAT ARE WE MEASURING?

• From weeding reports

• From annual reports

• From bibliographic records

Examples may include: # of checkouts, circulation or use, age or      

publication date, format type, collection or call number, last 

checkout, date added, etc.  





THINGS “FANCY” TOOLS ASSESS THAT YOU CAN “DIY”

• Top Titles

• Low Circulation Weeding

• High Circulation Weeding

• Age of Collection

• Item Trends

• Title Trends



The DREADED Spreadsheet



SIFTING VS. SORTING & STACKING



UNSORTED VIEW

OUT OF ORDER
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1. FIND ARROW AND CLICK TO SELECT ALL



2.  WITH INFO SELECTED, LOOK FOR “SORT & FILTER” 



3.  CHOOSE “CUSTOM SORT”





“DATA STACKING” TO FIND ERRORS AND SIMILARITIES



SORT, COMPUTE & COMPARE

SORT: into categories, sections, formats, etc.

COMPUTE: total columns, calculate %, averages

COMPARE: by subject, by Dewey range, by 

format, by collection, by audience, by genre



SAMPLE DATA GATHERING FORM (1)



SAMPLE DATA GATHERING FORM (2)



COMPARING APPLES TO APPLES

 Same format (print to print,  AV to AV)

 Same intended audience (adult, youth)

 Sections of the same collection

 Nonfiction: 100s to 200s to 300s

 Fiction: Mysteries to Romance to Sci Fi



COMPARING APPLES TO ORANGES

 Nonfiction to Fiction

 Adult collections to Youth collections

 Your library’s collections to other 

library’s collections

 Your library’s collections to state 

standards



COMPARING EVERYTHING



ASK WHY?
USE WHAT YOU KNOW, SEE & OBSERVE TO HELP ANSWER THAT QUESTION

Demographics

User 

perceptions

Ask others



BEWARE OF PITFALLS

 Loan periods

 Collections that recently moved location

 Re-classification or re-labeling projects

 Errors in bibliographic information

 Weeded sections vs. non-weeded sections

 Materials that were unavailable or inconvenient

 Data that is way out of line with your hunches

 How old are my standards?

 Variables beyond your control



LET’S REVIEW

 Analysis of data can help rather than hinder

 Includes BOTH useful and irrelevant

 Must be processed

 Sort, Compute, & Compare!

 Ask Why?  Add your knowledge

 Beware of Pitfalls



GO FORTH AND ANALYZE -- AMAZE YOURSELF!

THANK YOU


