QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT SCHEDULING PERFORMERS

Can the SCLS funds be used to purchase prizes instead of hiring a performer?  

No, these funds are only for programming.   The System provides funds for SLP prizes and incentives for all member libraries that participate in the state-sponsored theme; these funds come out of a separate account.

Can the money be used for anything other than performers?

The money is intended to provide programs for children.  Program-specific field trips can be paid for with this money.  Some libraries use the money to put towards the purchase of a public performance license.  Contact Shawn Brommer if you have questions about appropriate programs.
How many performers can we hire?
System funding is intended to supplement the local effort in hiring performers.   The actual number of performers hired depends on the fees each charges and the budget the library has available for performers.

Can we use bring in a performer whose fee is higher than the SCLS limit?

Yes, libraries are free to use the $400 for one performer and provide the additional fees with local library funds. 
What happens to the left over money if we only use $400 for performers?  Do we get the rest in cash?

No.  The money stays in the account and is used to offset other SLP costs and in some cases to provide special outreach programs for disadvantaged children, etc.  

Do we need to issue contracts for performers we are paying ourselves?

Yes.  As wise practice, all performers should be sent contracts.  If you want publicity for additional performers, we must have something in writing from the performer indicating they have confirmed the date with you.  We must have that by the same deadline as the other contracts, along with all the other required information.

What if we make a mistake and hire two performers on the same day or something awful like that?

If a contract is signed, the library is liable for that fee.  If you do run into problems, call us.  We might be able to help.  The performers are mighty good folk and they will probably work with you, too.

Can the SCLS Funds be used to hire local performers who are not listed on the WI Performer Directory?

While every community has local talent, SCLS attempts to identify and pay only those performers who are willing to perform at all our libraries and whose programs have been evaluated by other librarians.  SCLS funds may be used to fund only performances by those listed on the State’s SLP Performer web site. Please contact Shawn Brommer to discuss any questions or to describe a performer who is not included on the state web site if this is a problem.
Who pays the performers and when?

SCLS will send funds in May to those libraries that have given us copies of their performer contracts by the deadline.  The library then must cut local checks for the performers.  Unless different arrangements have been made in advance, the performers will expect their checks on the day of their program.  The date of payment should be stated as part of your agreement with the performer.  

Who pays to have programs interpreted for children who are deaf and hard of hearing?

Services to the local public are a local responsibility.  Libraries must pay for sign interpreters if one is requested for programs sponsored by the library.  SCLS can assist you in making the arrangements and/or in identifying an interpreter.  Call Shawn Brommer and we can discuss the possibilities.

How will the library know if someone needs special accommodations?

As part of SCLS’s efforts to help libraries comply with the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA), SCLS prints a statement on all flyers, brochures etc. printed by the System explaining how to request accommodations.  
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