Disguise Lab Kit Ingredients:
Paper bags

Foil

Colored Plastic Wrap

Styrofoam cups

Chenille stems

Yarn

            code name “nameplates”

Die-cut glasses

die-cut “badges”

Mustache Patterns

construction paper

Newspaper

Cotton balls

Lots of tape (duct, masking, packing….)
black / white sheets for photo backdrop

You will need to supply your own:

Scissors


Markers

Gluestick


Extra staplers (and staples)

Scotch tape


Extra hole punches

Any other supplies you have on hand that you think might be useful (I had one kid request a t.p. roll!)

Disguise Lab Instructions  (loose guidelines!)

Pre-party set-up:

[Adjust to fit your space needs as necessary, but here’s how I did it]  

· Set up several tables, surrounded by chairs.  

· At each chair, put a glue stick and a pair of scissors and a white strip of cardstock for a “code nametag”.  

· On each table, put one or several types of craft materials (newspapers + masking tape, foil + pipe cleaners + construction paper, glasses + plastic wrap, etc.).  

· Include instructions for those craft materials at appropriate tables (i.e. “how to fold a newspaper hat” instructions on the table with newspaper).  

· Try making a few samples yourself so that you know how they work and so that you have a good example to show.  I’ve included a few samples in the kit, but they might start looking a little worse for wear soon.

At the party:

1. Begin the party by taking each person’s photo—I’d recommend head shots with a neutral background.

2. Explain that they will be provided with some simple materials and that they are encouraged to develop a clever disguise using only those materials.  (see suggestions next page, but encourage kids to come up with their own ideas if they want to)

3. Have each participant come up with a fake name to go along with their disguise.  Have them write this pseudonym large on a strip of paper and hold it up (like a caption) while you photograph them again (before/after style).  If they would like to have copies of the pictures, offer to e-mail them, or get parental permission to post them on our website!

4. The point of this program is to have fun and be creative making a disguise.  If you don’t have a camera available at your branch, feel free to just let the kids have fun and don’t worry about the pictures.

5. If you want, when their disguise is complete, give them a (gold, die-cut) badge and let them know that they’re ready to be a secret agent detective!

Disguise Ideas:

Paper Bag Wigs (see What Can You Do With A Paper Bag?)

Paper Hats (see folder for folding instructions and inspiration)

Hook hands (tin foil and Styrofoam cups)

Mustaches made from paper, yarn, foil (flat or scrunched up to make them more 3-D) or a combination—taped onto face or (if combined with a beard) attached with earpieces (like glasses) made of pipe cleaners

*note:  paper glued to foil is a sturdier, more malleable substance—remember “smile masks” from the Laugh It Up year?

Fake eyebrows (same method as above)

Fingernails made from masking tape

Bow ties made from newspaper

Clothes made from paper bags or newspapers and put together with tape—vests, skirts, capes, aprons…

“scars” made by drawing onto scotch tape and sticking it to your face (also works for mustaches)

fancy cuffs made from coffee filters

colored plastic wrap + die cut glasses = cool shades

