
 2021 Library Visit Interview Form 

Library Name: Wisconsin Rapids – McMillan Memorial Library 

Certification Grade: 1 

 

Date of visit: 8/2/2021 

 

Library staff present at the visit: Andrew Barnett 

 

SCLS staff present: M. Van Pelt 

 

Amount of time spent at visit: 4 hours 

 

[Please limit this section to the answers to the specific questions, and include as much detail as 

possible. Report other information or observations in the “other information” section below. 

1. How are you and your staff doing? 

a. What have you learned  about yourself, your staff, and your community during the 

COVID-19 Pandemic? 

b. What lessons learned will guide you going forward? 

There are lessons they want to unlearn – the way they are operating now is not how 

they want to be in the future.  They will build back from COVID differently; especially 

with the building renovation and with a new Assistant Director. 

2. Are there service changes or new services arising from COVID that you may continue moving 

forward? 

They are deliberately planning for a different future than from their past.  They are working 

on a new 5 year strategic plan. They have a lot of new folks on staff. 

a. Is there anything SCLS can do to help? 

 

3. What has your library done since our last visit that you’re excited about? 

a. Are there any memorable moments that stand out? 

They got $1.4 million in fundraising.  The endowment promised to backfill in the rest but the 

library was so successful, the endowment will only have to provide $400,000. 

The building and furniture bids came in lower than projected.  $1.85 Million instead of $2 

million for the building and $50,000 less on furniture.  They are on budget and on 

schedule!!! 

They got enough money to do the optional project of renovating the all purpose room. 

b. Was there a program or service that your community responded to (positively or 

negatively)? 

 

4. Is there anything else you’d like to share or discuss? 

Andy offered to do a tour for the SCLSF trustees who attend the Cornerstone event in 

Wisconsin Rapids, prior to the party. 

 

 

Other information gathered at the visit: 



 


