Resources for Preschool Program Ideas

Complied by Ignacia Boersma – NGL

Scavenger Bug Hunt; All Ages

Hand out copies of the bug list on page 127 of your manual.  Give each child a pencil or marker.  After hiding “bugs” (plastic bugs or bug pictures) all over the library or children’s area, give children ten minutes to go on their scavenger hunt.  Compare lists when they return.

Alternative:  If you have a small group or just want to buy lots of plastic bugs, this could be a great “Easter egg” hunt.  Give the kids brown paper lunch sacks to “collect bugs” and when they return, count totals or even types of bugs without a predetermined list.  For instance Johnny comes back with 3 ants and 6 roaches, while Betsy has 1 ant, 2 roaches and 7 grasshoppers.  The “bugs” could be reused for multiple sessions or given away.
Songs to Sing About; Preschool, Primary

Ten Little Grasshoppers Chant, page 114 of the manual.
Shoo Fly (don’t bother me), traditional

Explore Bugs as Food; Preschool
This could be some fake treat like “a cup of dirt” (gummy worms, chocolate pudding & crumbled Oreos) or Ritz cracker spiders (crackers, peanut butter, pretzels sticks & M&M eyes).  See pages 121 & 299 of the manual.  If you want to go for the real thing, maybe try some chocolate covered bugs?  Visit:  www.teachersource.com 
Worm Race; All Ages

If you haven’t had a worm race yet (perhaps during SLP 2002-Join the Winner’s Circle), see page 120 of the manual of this exciting event.  Invite local celebrities to be guest judges and plan on having some worm wranglers to help you.
Have Movie License Will Travel; All Ages
The manual has some great suggestions for buggy movies to appeal to many ages.  See pgs. 300-301.

Bug of the Week

This could be like a wanted poster or just a factual poster of some far out monster bug!
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