
 2018 Library Visit Interview Form 

Library Name: DeForest Area Public Library 
 
Certification Grade: 1 
 
Date of visit: 11/27/18 
 
Library staff present at the visit: Jan Berg 
  
SCLS staff present: Jean Anderson 
 
Amount of time spent at visit: 2 hours 
 
[Please limit this section to the answers to the specific questions, and include as much detail as 
possible. Report other information or observations in the “other information” section below 
 

1. What has your library done since our last visit that you’re really excited about? 
 
Received a grant from the American Girls Fund for Children (their warehouse is in DeForest) to create 
Workshop 2.0. Alternative Education left the building so the classrooms and storage rooms were 
available for the library to convert into a makerspace. Two of the rooms are workshop space and one 
is a storage area. Jan’s most recent purchase was a circular saw on a black Friday sale. The room 
has a 3D printer, work benches, and more. They had a soft opening of the space in October and are 
continuing to add more equipment. One of the next purchases they hope to make is a potter’s wheel, 
kiln, and Wacom tablets (interactive graphic tablet). 
 
Received a challenge grant from Demco and created a Studio space in one of the entry ways. The 
Studio 203 has drop in craft and other passive activities. These change approximately every two 
weeks. 
 
Had Ken Longquist, a singer-songwriter from Madison, in to do a Beyond the Page program. It was 
after-hours entertainment and they had about 60 people attend. The program included Wisconsin food 
– like brats and cheese.  
 
Concert in the Park series continued and a Friend of the Library paid for the series. This year, they 
added a concert series for kids in the park across the street from the library. They had a good turnout 
for the concerts.  
 
They held their 13th annual Harry Potter party. 
 
Added sewing classes in their newly classroom space in the Workshop with their new sewing 
machines. They also bought a children’s sewing machine. 
 
It’s a Wonderful Life program – it’s an interactive way to experience the movie. There’s a bag with a 
variety of small props that go along with the movie. For example, little pieces of fabric for Zuzu’s 
petals, a copy of Tom Sawyer, a bell, etc. They have a few of these types of kits for a few movies. 
 
Started offering Qi Gong classes during the week. 
 
Dementia Friendly partnership with ADRC. They’ve had programs with their reality kits for others to 
experience what it’s like to have dementia. 



 
Partnered with the Historical Society to bring in a variety of historical re-enactors like Greta Garbo. 
 
Updated their logo to a kinder, gentler dragon.  
 
 

2. What are you looking forward to or working on for the year ahead, and what can SCLS 
do to support you? 

 
Continuing to work on Workshop 2.0. In the process of remodeling the classroom space into the 
Workshop, they’ve also remodeled a room on the main level into a space for teens. This room used to 
hold their collection of Ellison dies and stamp kits (these are now in the workshop). They moved the 
cabinetry and repainted this room. It has some new equipment and games in it. 
 
They had a miracle in the budget last year (6.5% increase) which allowed them to increase two 
positions to fulltime. They have a fulltime Digital Librarian, Jessica Svetlik, and Michael Sargent, the 
Workshop Librarian (I’m not sure of his official title). Basically, the Workshop is open when Michael is 
there and/or running programs.  
 
They also received a grant from Kwik Trip. There are now 3 in DeForest and each store manager was 
given $2000 to give to local organizations. The library received $1000.  
 
They’ll be continuing to work on the Teen Hangout room which will be called Rosenberry Dragon’s 
Den (I believe). They are getting new furniture. 
 
They don’t really need a lot from SCLS – they are eager to do things themselves. Know that we are 
there if needed.  
 
 

3. Anything else you’d like to share? 
 
Louise Valdovinos is retiring after almost 30 years. She was an early hire in Jan’s tenure at the library 
(and Jan’s been there for 30 years).  
 
They did all of the work themselves for transforming the various spaces, moving furniture, painting, 
building, etc. Jan has found a lot of hidden talents within her staff and as long as they have the tools, 
they get things done.  
 
There are waivers that patrons need to sign before being able to use the Workshop. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other information gathered at the visit (interesting tidbits, general impressions of the library, or 
alternative topics): 

 


