
 2018 Library Visit Interview Form 

Library Name:  Mazomanie Free Library 
 
Certification Grade:  3 
 
Date of visit:  10/04/2018 
 
Library staff present at the visit:  Audrey Johnson 
 
SCLS staff present:  Andrew Hoks 
 
Amount of time spent at visit:  ~1 hour 
 
[Please limit this section to the answers to the specific questions, and include as much detail as 
possible. Report other information or observations in the “other information” section below 
 

1. What has your library done since our last visit that you’re really excited about? 

• Audrey is just wrapping up summer reading program loose ends from this year and 
already started looking at the catalog for next year’s “trinkets.”  This year, $1 was 
donated to the Wisconsin Heights Players for every hour read by participants.  
Audrey kept a progress chart in the library and posted a sticker for every hour read. 

• The Battle of Wisconsin Heights, 1832:  Thunder on the Wisconsin author, Patrick 
Jung visited and there was an organized battleground tour.  This event was a big 
success.  Audrey credits a Beyond the Page grant for making this event possible.  
Audrey and library patrons have great things to say about Beyond the Page. 

• The Soda Pups made an appearance in July.  
• They hosted a portable planetarium event at the community building in June.   
• Pre-K storytime is popular, but attendance has decreased recently.  Many of the 

kids came from a local daycare that has been relocated 45 minutes away.  Audrey 
handles most of the storytime reading due to staffing.  Sometimes volunteers come 
in and read. 

 
2. What are you looking forward to or working on for the year ahead, and what can SCLS 

do to support you? 

• Audrey is very eager for the Bibliovation software rollout.  She is sending her whole 
staff to the demos in Wisconsin Dells.  She is hopeful that she will have her new hire in 
place by the time the demos happen so that he/she can attend. 

• Audrey said she started a strategic planning effort with Shawn Brommer a while ago.  
She said it was a positive experience, but had to put that on hold due to how busy she 
has become.  She may need Shawn’s help to get this rolling again. 

• A new patron PC (replacement) will be installed soon.  She had a staff laptop removed 
from the network because it wasn’t being used and there isn’t enough space.  When 
the new hire comes in, they may need to add a new staff computer somewhere in the 
office. 

• Audrey appreciates the kind service she receives from the Help Desk.  
• Trivia Night is coming up this week at the Base Camp Café in Mazomanie.  They 

alternate hosting the event with the Black Earth Library.  Audrey and Carolyn Shaffer of 
Black Earth write the questions to save money.  Proceeds go to the two libraries. 

• Mazomanie and Black Earth host an antiques appraiser every year. 
• Another Beyond the Page event is coming up in December.  Author Patricia McConnell 



Ph d, will be discussing her book called, “The Education of Will.” 
 

3. Anything else you’d like to share? 
• The library has had a great Friends of the Library group over the years, but it started 

crumbling as people aged or left.  Some new members have energized the group 
somewhat. 

• At one point, Audrey said the Library Visit questions are the same every year and 
pretty much have the same answers.  This is because they are a small library with a 
small budget.  With their budget and staffing they are basically treading water.  Audrey 
says she spends 70% of her time at the Circ Desk due to staffing.  She recently lost a 
part-time employee that was highly-trusted.  She is really hoping her new hire will be 
able to handle “Circ Desk Troubleshooting” and periodicals.  She will be presenting her 
2019 budget to the board on 10/04, and is going to make the case for a 20-hour part-
timer vs. 10-hour.  Audrey says that the library and village boards have been very 
supportive, especially the last few years.   

 
Other information gathered at the visit (interesting tidbits, general impressions of the library, or 
alternative topics): 

• Audrey gave me a tour of the library and emphasized the following: 
i. The holds shelf was moved from the staff office out to the public area near the 

Circulation Desk.  This was done after receiving active shooter training.  The 
holds shelf was blocking their ability to barricade the door to the staff office. 

ii. An outdoor seating area with tables and new concrete work was completed as 
part of the village’s downtown beautification effort.  It really has added to the 
library experience and Audrey reports many patrons like to sit out on the tables 
to use the Wi-Fi.  The project did require the removal of bricks depicting the 
names of library donors.  Many of the donors were able to claim their brick. 

iii. Audrey showed me some nice cabinets that were custom-made for the library’s 
meeting space.  The handles are made from model railroad track, which is 
appropriate considering the library used to be a passenger train depot. 

iv. Children’s books are allocated the most space in the library as Audrey says 
children’s books are the most popular.  Kids leave with large stacks of books all 
the time. 

v. Audrey notices cars parked outside with people presumably using the Wi-Fi. 
vi. The Mazomanie area has many gifted quilters.  Much of their work is displayed 

on the walls of the library.  The quilts are rotated out on a quarterly basis. 
• The village, especially residences, did take on extensive damage due to the recent 

floods.  The library did not take on any water.  As I drove into town, it looked like the 
flood damage was east of the library.  I did notice several houses with yellow tape 
across the doors within a few blocks of the library. 


