
 2018 Library Visit Interview Form 

Library Name:  Portage Public Library  
 
Certification Grade:  1 
 
Date of visit:  9-7-2018 
 
Library staff present at the visit:   Emily Goad 
 
SCLS staff present:  Emily Peterson 
 
Amount of time spent at visit:  1.5 hours 
 
[Please limit this section to the answers to the specific questions, and include as much detail as 
possible. Report other information or observations in the “other information” section below 
 

1. What has your library done since our last visit that you’re really excited about? 
They have greatly improved the amount and quality of teen programs and have seen a 31% increase 
in the teen summer reading program. 
 
They have been offering PrinterOn to patrons and that has been a success.   
 
They also have purchased a VR kit that Chris Baker does teen programs with. 
 
 

2. What are you looking forward to or working on for the year ahead, and what can SCLS 
do to support you? 

They want to increase their collection of non-book or tech materials.  Some examples mentioned were 
kayaks and guitars and host programs around them. 
 
They would also like to be out in the community more with tents and banners with the library’s logo on 
them at events. 
 
They will be featuring a “Resource of the Month” which can be anything from databases the library is 
subscribed to or collections they want to advertise. 
They will be making “Mystery box” kits that will feature a mystery book and clues. 
 
They will also be starting a patron’s readers advisory group. 
 
A project they would like to get started on is digitizing their local history room.  (I already pointed Emily 
and Tamara towards each other)   
 
They have been offering a lot of continuing education for their staff as well. 
 

3. Anything else you’d like to share? 
Adult programs have been successful.  
 
They are looking into hosting more authors and musical guests. 
 
They want to purchase more and more Zona Gale history books and items and become the go-to for 
researching her. 



 
Dawn in the YS department has hosted one of the city’s lunch programs for kids this summer.  The 
program has a couple locations around town that offers free lunch to kids under 18 every weekday 
this past summer. 
 
Other information gathered at the visit (interesting tidbits, general impressions of the library, or 
alternative topics): 
 
Emily Goad is the new director there.  She has only been there for a couple of months but is really 
excited about the future and upcoming projects. 


