
 2018 Library Visit Interview Form 

Library Name:    Adams County 
 
Certification Grade:    1 
 
Date of visit:     10/19/18 
 
Library staff present at the visit:   Erin Foley 
 
SCLS staff present:    Corey Baumann  
 
Amount of time spent at visit:         2 hours 
 
[Please limit this section to the answers to the specific questions, and include as much detail as 
possible. Report other information or observations in the “other information” section below 
 

1. What has your library done since our last visit that you’re really excited about? 
 
Erin was clearly concerned about the political environment and the economic realities of Adams 
County.  She highlighted a few common library programs that the library coordinates (adult book club, 
story times, crafts, and movies). 
 
One thing that I find interesting is the “Coffee and Conversation” program.  This seems to address the 
deficit in local resources.  For October, there would be a nutrition specialist invited to converse with 
community residents.  
 
She also highlighted the butterfly garden.  She spoke of the rarity of a local species that they have 
been finding there. 
 

2. What are you looking forward to or working on for the year ahead, and what can SCLS 
do to support you? 

 
In essence, she indicated a strong desire for more equity in the cost of services for libraries of similar 
economic realities.  Her perception was that it is difficult for ACL to make choices that might be 
valuable to her library.  She remarked that other communities do not have the same kind of concerns 
for costs given their stability within their population (economically speaking). 
 
She desires more help or consideration from SCLS, but she did not articulate exactly what that might 
be.  She said that she didn’t know if there was anything that could really be done anyway. 
As I tried to probe further for more clarity, she appeared to not want to go any further and she 
apologized for her frustration. 
 
She did not share anything significant for the year ahead. 
 

3. Anything else you’d like to share? 
 
The visit began with a story/concern about a political conflict in advance of the interview.  Erin shared 
that the library allowed a local citizen to set-up a place to assist other residents in registering to vote.  
This drew anger from another resident who claimed that it was the coordinated work of a political 
party and that the library was facilitating and endorsing the views of that party by allowing them in.  
This was not the case. 



 
Erin explained that there were intimidating remarks and messages that followed and efforts to go to 
the library board (which did not materialize).  By the time I met with Erin, she had recently spoken to 
the one individual to explain what the library had allowed and she did so in an effort to put to rest 
unfounded rumors.  She was hopeful that the communications were stopping, but there were still 2 
weeks to go until the election. 
 
Other information gathered at the visit (interesting tidbits, general impressions of the library, or 
alternative topics):  
 
We stayed in the office for the entire visit.  I observed a couple of her employees working in the 
circulation area.  The library is a community asset and I got a good sense of the critical role it plays in 
an area where resources are limited.  Erin shared a lot of the challenges faced by local residents 
specifically related to employment, poverty, and access to social service resources.  She commented 
at length about the lack of quality and affordable food options.  (There is just one grocery store in town 
and many people just head over to Kwik Trip, which can be expensive) 

 
 


