
 2018 Library Visit Interview Form 

Library Name: Madison Branches HAW & LAK 
 
Certification Grade: 1 
 
Date of visit:  10/16/2018 
 
Library staff present at the visit: Jane Jorgensen 
 
SCLS staff present: Kerri Hilbelink 
 
Amount of time spent at visit: 1 hour 
 
[Please limit this section to the answers to the specific questions, and include as much detail as 
possible. Report other information or observations in the “other information” section below 
 

1. What has your library done since our last visit that you’re really excited about? 
 
HAW 

• There is now a “Mural Alley” at the back of the library (HAW) and there was an event in August 
to celebrate it. They have also added pocket gardens which they are hoping to rent at a sliding 
cost to residents who don’t have garden access. 

 

• They had an Open House in spring – local groups each had a table in the front area of the 
library so people could come in and meet and talk to people from all the groups.  They will 
have the Hawthorne Hootenanny in the library on Saturday, November 3rd– that usually draws 
about 700-900 people. 

LAK 

• The City of Madison got a “Safe and Thriving Communities” grant to help address youth 
violence.  Last summer for 9 weeks they added after-hours (5:30-7:30) teen events on 
Saturday nights.  They often had about 20-30 kids over the 2-hour event. There were 2 staff 
plus some other adults (interns, etc) and they ran activities that included video gaming, screen 
printing, smoothies, gadgets, spring rolls, and more.  The final event was laser tag in the 
library, which the teens loved.  For the laser tag they hired UltraZone, who brought all the 
equipment.  Jane said that the teens liked to do the activities but also just liked having a space 
to hang out. They will be doing the program again this summer with the grant money (the grant 
was for 2 years)   

 

2. What are you looking forward to or working on for the year ahead, and what can SCLS 
do to support you? 

 

• The biggie will be the Bibliovation migration (but that affects everyone).   

• Looking forward to the teen program at LAK again next summer. 

• LAK will be getting a bit of a redesign in the front space and hiring a new teen librarian (they 
received a bequest which they will be using for these projects).  For the redesign of the front 
space they are working a little with DEMCO, and they may call on Deb at some point. 

 

3. Anything else you’d like to share? 

 
• “You guys are always so great.” 



 
Other information gathered at the visit (interesting tidbits, general impressions of the library, or 
alternative topics): 
 
Isthmus article about Mural Alley: https://isthmus.com/news/snapshot/local-youth-create-mural-alley/ 
 
Pictures of the mural alley and pocket gardens: 

 

 
 

 
 
  



Pocket gardens behind HAW: 

 
 
More pocket gardens 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 


