
 2019 Library Visit Interview Form 

Library Name: Charles and JoAnn Lester Library of Nekoosa 

 

Certification Grade: 3 

 

Date of visit: September 6, 2019 

 

Library staff present at the visit: Darla Allen 

 

SCLS staff present: Tamara Ramski  

  

Amount of time spent at visit: 1.5 hours 

 

[Please limit this section to the answers to the specific questions, and include as much detail as 

possible. Report other information or observations in the “other information” section below 

 

1. What is your favorite library story from the past year? 

• They have received some neat pieces of local history. They were given a very large 

photograph of the Nekoosa Mill with the town’s “old” bridge in the background. After seeing 

the photograph, a patron realized he owned a sign that can be seen in the photograph. It used 

to hang on the “old” bridge (which has since been demolished). He donated the sign to the 

library and it is now hanging next to the photograph.  

 

• They had a display on local veterans. The display included a photograph from when the 

veteran was in the service along with a more current photograph. It lead to a lot of great 

conversations amongst patrons, some of who never realized their teachers, family, or 

community members were veterans. They handed out flag pins, with veterans getting special 

pins.  

 

2. What has your library done since our last visit that you’re really excited about? 

• The library joined the SCLS Foundation. Darla said it has been a long time coming and is really 

excited about it.  

 

• Their current Board representation is a good match of the community and its members are 

well-credentialed. There is a city representative, a school district representative, and 

members from Nekoosa PLUS surrounding communities (Port Edwards and Saratoga).  

 

3. What are you looking forward to in the coming year? 

• Doing more displays about veterans. Maybe hosting the Wisconsin Historical Society’s 

traveling display about veterans.  

• Doing displays/programs using their local history materials to show what the community was 

like 100 years ago compared to now.  

 

 



4. What is the greatest stressor at your library right now? How can SCLS support you? 

• Darla said “Nothing huge right now!" 

 

5. Anything else you’d like to share? 

• One of their Board members is a master gardener and has created a pollinator garden 

focusing on monarchs and bees. Besides being pretty, it has meant less lawn care (and less 

spraying chemicals).  

 

Other information gathered at the visit (interesting tidbits, general impressions of the library, or 

alternative topics):  

• Due to Darla’s interest in local history (and the neat materials she showed me), I told her to let 

me know when she is ready to start a local history digitization project.  

 


