
 2019 Library Visit Interview Form 

Library Name: DeForest Area Public Library 

 

Certification Grade: 1 

 

Date of visit: 12/12/19 

 

Library staff present at the visit: Jan Berg 

 

SCLS staff present: Corey Baumann and Brinnan Shaffer  

 

Amount of time spent at visit:  1 hour 

 

[Please limit this section to the answers to the specific questions, and include as much detail as 

possible. Report other information or observations in the “other information” section below 

 

1. What is your favorite library story from the past year?  

Jan had two stories to share. The first was about having Ken Lonnquist and “Old Befana” paid for 

by the Friends group and the local bank. While there was not a huge crowd for the performance 

there was a person who had seen it 30 years ago(!) and came to enjoy it again. The second was 

when the Sun Prairie band came to play for their Veterans Day celebration in conjunction with the 

American Legion. There was a patriotic quilt given away as part of a raffle.  A young veteran won 

the quilt. An older veteran remarked, “I wish I would have won that,” and the young veteran gave 

the quilt to the older veteran. 

 

2. What has your library done since our last visit that you’re really excited about?   

Jan said that they are always moving shelves and reconfiguring. They recently reconfigured the 

teen area. They have some new furniture that also required the shuffling of some older stuff. 

They have two new hires (Children’s and Asst. Dir) who have new, fresh ideas about how things 

could be and the veteran staff is open to discussing why things are done in a certain way, etc. 

 

3. What are you looking forward to in the coming year?  

Dr. Who themed escape room over winter break. They are creating it themselves and are using 

Chromebooks (Skype) to monitor the groups and to offer help. They currently have a Tardis in the 

library that they got from STO. Jan said that “four beefy (tongue in cheek here) ladies” had to 

wrestle the Tardis into a truck to get it back to the library.  (It looks awesome!)  She is also looking 

forward to the winter reading program that will include movies and performers.  

 

4. What is the greatest stressor at your library right now? How can SCLS support you?   

“People/the public – what can you do?”  Their building is another stressor as it is 20 years old and 

many systems are reaching the end of their life. They will have to replace the air conditioning and 

the boiler system that is having issues will likely be replaced in April.  Jan said that she always 

appreciates Jean and the Continuing Education programs that are available. She really liked Ryan 

Dowd’s series on the homeless/homelessness.  



5. Anything else you’d like to share?   

Jan took us down to the maker space in the basement and it was great! They are up to a lot of 

awesome down there.    

 

Other information gathered at the visit (interesting tidbits, general impressions of the library, or 

alternative topics): 

We took a little time to visit the DeForest Area Historical Society – for Brinnan who grew up in 

Windsor and DeForest, this was quite a treat. 

 


