
 2019 Library Visit Interview Form 

Library Name: Ruth Culver Community Library (Prairie du Sac) 

 

Certification Grade: 1 

 

Date of visit: August 20, 2019 

 

Library staff present at the visit: Lauren White 

 

SCLS staff present: Tamara Ramski 

 

Amount of time spent at visit: 1.25 hours 

 

[Please limit this section to the answers to the specific questions, and include as much detail as 

possible. Report other information or observations in the “other information” section below 

 

1. What is your favorite library story from the past year? 

a. The library went fine free in March. They had a celebration and being fine free has been 

well received. Removing the barrier of fines has been positive.  

b. What used to be the housing of the Badger Army Ammunition Plant is now a community 

named Bluff View. The community is under served in many ways (their only access to food 

is at a gas station). Children from the community came to the library on a school trip and 

were totally amazed by the library. (Continued below!) 

 

2. What has your library done since our last visit that you’re really excited about? 

a. The visit from the children from Bluff View got Lauren thinking about how the library could 

better serve the community. She contacted Dane County Library Service about having a 

bookmobile stop in Bluff View on Saturdays. She is working on obtaining funding for it to 

happen by writing grants, asking her Friends Group, and trying to work some of the cost 

into her budget.  

 

3. What are you looking forward to in the coming year? 

a. Getting the bookmobile stop established at Bluff View. She also hopes to coordinate with 

the Sauk Prairie Food Pantry to have them at the same location (at the same time) as the 

bookmobile. 

 

4. What is the greatest stressor at your library right now? How can SCLS support you? 

a. Funding special projects (like Bluff View). She is comfortable with writing grants, but said 

continuing education on the topic of asking for money (“cold-calling”) would be helpful.  

 

5. Anything else you’d like to share? 

a. The target date for their library expansion project is 2022. She said Deb’s help with the 

plans has been great. They have to wait until after Sauk City Library’s new building is done 

(both libraries cannot do fundraising at the same time).  



 

 

 

Other information gathered at the visit (interesting tidbits, general impressions of the library, or 

alternative topics): 

 

• The SCLS Library Visit spreadsheet had the library listed with a certification grade of 2. Lauren 

said they are certification grade 1. (since corrected) 

 

• During my visit, a patron’s car battery died.  She was parked in a “15 minute” road-side 

parking spot. Lauren asked her staff to call the local police to help, but the police said they 

“don’t do that.” Lauren’s staff ended up pushing the patron’s car (so jumper cables from 

another car could reach) and Lauren, her staff, and other patron’s helped to get the car jump-

started. I was impressed to see Lauren and her staff go above and beyond their library 

responsibilities to help a patron!    


