
Outdoor Screen Kit 

Overview 

We wanted to find a system that was easier to 

maintain, quick to set-up, and offered that ‘wow’ 

factor for our community. To begin we used 

remaining SLP funds from our library board to 

purchase an inflatable screen. We used our own 

DVD player, laptop, and projector, and partnered 

with our local church (and neighbors) to use their 

parking lot and AV equipment. They also provided 

volunteers and a concession stand.  

Supplies 

Sewinfla 24Ft Inflatable Movie Screen with Blower ($479.99) 

Pros 

- Affordable for size 

- Easy to assemble (2-3 people) 

- Screen is detachable and washable 

- Project from either side 

- Blower must remain on but isn’t too loud and does not overheat 

- Actually fits back into the bag it came in! 

- 1 delivery bin for the screen, 1 delivery bin for the blower and other supplies 

Cons 

- Needs to be tied/stacked down if wind 

- Must dry screen if wet from dew or mildew spots will form 

- Biggest problem identified from customer reviews 

Comments/Suggestions 

Overall, this was one of the most rewarding purchases I’ve made for the library. Everyone 

enjoyed the screen and were amazed by the quality. There wasn’t too much of a learning curve 

for it so I think it is a nice fit for this project. I already have other groups who want to partner with 

us next year for use of the screen. I am excited to plan socially distanced trivia and fundraiser 

nights using it along with another series of movies. 

Epson EX5240 Projector ($549.00) 

Pros 

- Easy to use and adjust screen settings 

- Very clear and bright picture quality 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B085M8VWSR/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o02_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Epson-EX5240-Brightness-Projector-Refurbished/dp/B01LXRHDEQ/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Epson+EX5240%2C+XGA%2C+3200+Lumens+Color+Brightness%2C+3200+Lumens+White+Brightness%2C+3LCD+Projector&qid=1606261936&sr=8-1


- 3200 Lumens works well with dusk 

- Might be able to do with lower if complete dark 

Cons 

- Doesn’t like to split audio vs video well. 

- This might be a DVD or AV issue though. 

- Rarely overheats 

Comments/Suggestions 

We already owned this projector for our indoor movies and we pleasantly surprised it was up to 

the task for outdoor use on this scale. We had some issues running the audio off of it to the AV 

system and still haven’t found a work around. Our current work around is a mic set up right next 

to the speaker on the projector...not ideal but it works. I would research a good projector in the 

same lumens as this one to offer with the kits if possible. Instructions would need to be written 

up as well for use with a dvd player and an htmi cord with various audio 

configurations/requirements for the libraries. 

DVD/Blu-ray Player (Generic) 

Comment/Suggestions 

- Good to have around if your laptop doesn’t have a disc drive. Look for HTMI and AV 

hook-ups. If you’re running a slideshow off of your laptop you’ll have to switch inputs. I 

think most libraries have one. 

AM/FM Adapter 

Pros 

- Allows you to send audio over the radio to patron’s vehicles. 

Cons 

- Learning curve and equipment compatibility. 

Comment/Suggestions 

We used the church’s equipment that they were proficient in from their weekly services. I am not 

sure the specifics around it but it was well received by patrons. If possible I would offer with the 

kits since they are a bit harder to come by. You’ll have to research more to see which one would 

be a good universal choice. 

Sound Equipment 

Sound System, Speakers, Mic, Wires, and Extension Cords 

Pros 

- Everyone has their own systems either built into their programming spaces or on a cart. 

- Usually libraries know what their system can/can’t do. 

Cons 

- Each system has its own quirks. Compatibility issues. 

- Some libraries do not have equipment that can be transported outside or off site. 

- No one ever has long enough power cords (with enough plugs) to reach the site they 

need. The church’s were 50 ft 3 plugged ones. 



Comment/Suggestions 

Of any of this equipment, I would provide 1-2 long extension cords to at least help power the 

screen blower if nothing else. Let a community partnership help provide the rest of the 

equipment and write up the minimum requirements and equipment needed for the kit. 

 

Final Summary 

All in all, our set up works for us. I would recommend the Movie Screen kit minimally include: 

- Screen 

- AM/FM Adaptor 

- Projector 

- 1 Long Multi-Extension Cord 

- Instructions for screen/projector use and minimum requirements for AV equipment 

 

Add-ons I would suggest are the DVD/Blu-ray player and any additional AV equipment deemed 

necessary. 

 

This kit would not only help with movies but also fundraisers, live performances, bands, training, 

award ceremonies, outreach, partnerships and other programs. I am more than willing to share 

my experiences further and help with the construction of this kit. 
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